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Weather can’t damper Mercury National Tournament at Walleye Weekend
FOND du LAC, Wis. (June 8, 2008) – Consecutive days of wet, lightning-laced weather soaked contestants but stimulated the fishing into biting here Saturday and Sunday as the 600-contestant Mercury National Walleye Tournament in conjunction with Walleye Weekend produced big crowds and big fish. 

Troy Saunders of Menasha and partner Keith Daniels of Fond du Lac teamed to take top honors and about $13,000 with 35.97 pounds of walleye during the rain-soaked-but-productive tournament. They caught almost exactly half that amount each day. And, while many of the 300 two-man teams roamed extensively over the famed walleye waters of the Fox River/Lake Winnebago system, Saunders and Daniels hardly moved, catching all their fish in a fairly small area in the Lake Butte des Morts waters.

The start of the final round Sunday morning from Fond du Lac was delayed about an hour due to rain and lightning, but the anglers quickly made up for delay. The winning team found success with black and green jigs to finish with a lead of about two pounds over the No. two team, Jim Hughes of Oshkosh and Matt Jacobson of Weyauwega. Hughes and Jacobson finished with 34.04 pounds. Saunders and Daniels caught 10 fish Saturday and seven Sunday, though each team can keep only five fish each day.

“We were just flippin’ and jiggin’ in the weeds and reeds,” said Saunders. “We had three or four spots we were going to go to, but we pretty much ended up staying in one spot.”

Well over 1,000 fans gathered around the Mercury weigh-in stage as the teams returned and had their catches officially weighed, with Walleye professional Keith Kavajezc and former Mercury employee Tony Esposito sharing stage duties. 

The tournament total was 1,339 fish with a combined weight of 2,830 pounds. 

Exceptional efforts have been made throughout the history of the tournament to return the majority of the walleye back to the water in good health. That happened again this year, as approximately 84 percent of the fish were returned. Those that could not be returned were cleaned and donated to local charities. Bonus points of one-tenth of a pound were awarded to all fish brought to the weigh in alive. 

The biggest fish of the tournament, an 8.86 pounder, was boated Saturday by Jeff Kruger of Fond du Lac and Richard Provo of Malone. The biggest fish Sunday was caught by Randy Harwood of Oshkosh and Brad Skupas of Wautoma. 

Checks to local chapters of supporting fish organizations were presented following the tournament. 

Jim Hubbard, the longtime vice president and chief of staff at Mercury Marine, collected a $3,000 check for the Fish America Foundation, while Dave Van Gorder accepted $4,500 for Walleyes for Tomorrow. Hubbard has worked for Brunswick Corporation, parent company of Mercury Marine, for more than 35 years and has been instrumental not only in expanding Mercury’s involvement, but also in growing the efforts of several fish-preserving organizations. He is scheduled to retire from Mercury at the end of June. 

About Mercury Marine

Mercury Marine is the world’s leading manufacturer of recreational marine propulsion engines. A $2.3 billion division of Brunswick Corporation (NYSE: BC), Mercury and its 6,200 employees worldwide provide engines, boats, services and parts for recreational, commercial and government marine applications. Mercury’s industry-leading brand portfolio includes Mercury and Mariner outboard engines; Mercury MerCruiser sterndrives and inboard engines; MotorGuide trolling motors; Mercury and Teignbridge propellers; MotoTron electronic controls; Mercury inflatable boats; Mercury SmartCraft electronics; and Mercury and Quicksilver parts and oils. In 2008, Mercury Marine’s OptiMax engine was ranked "Highest in Customer Satisfaction with Two-Stroke Outboard Engines" by J.D. Power and Associates for the third consecutive year. More information is available at mercurymarine.com.
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