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UNION WORKERS AT MERCURY RATIFY LABOR AGREEMENT

FOND du LAC (June 28, 2008) – Mercury Marine officials and Local Lodge 1947 of the International Association of Machinist and Aerospace Workers Union came to terms on a new four-year labor agreement Saturday when union members approved  the proposed contract during a general membership vote.


The former contract expired June 21 but was extended to allow union members ample opportunity to review the new proposal. Union members gathered Saturday morning in the Fond du Lac High School gym for the vote. 
Company and union officials worked nearly six months to reach a final agreement, employing "interest-based bargaining" techniques to ensure that concerns of both parties were addressed.

“Both sides worked very hard to pay attention to what was important to the

membership employees while balancing those needs with the overall cost

structure of our Fond du Lac operations,” said Dennis Rooney, vice president and chief spokesperson for Mercury.

“We are all pleased to have this four-year agreement ratified. It sends a sign that, together, we will remain a strong and positive presence in Fond du Lac and throughout the boating industry.

“As Mercury nears its 70th anniversary of innovative and technological leadership, this unified workforce will surely strengthen our resolve and enhance our capabilities. Today’s boating industry faces many challenges, but Mercury is strategically prepared and well-armed to answer the call.”
About Mercury:


Mercury Marine is the world’s leading manufacturer of recreational marine propulsion engines. A $2.3 billion division of Brunswick Corporation (NYSE: BC), Mercury and its 6,200 employees worldwide provide engines, boats, services and parts for recreational, commercial and government marine applications. Mercury’s industry-leading brand portfolio includes Mercury and Mariner outboard engines; Mercury MerCruiser sterndrives and inboard engines; MotorGuide trolling motors; Mercury and Teignbridge propellers; MotoTron electronic controls; Mercury inflatable boats; Mercury SmartCraft electronics; and Mercury and Quicksilver parts and oils. In 2008, Mercury Marine’s OptiMax engine was ranked "Highest in Customer Satisfaction with Two-Stroke Outboard Engines" by J.D. Power and Associates for the third consecutive year. More information is available at mercurymarine.com.
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